
 

 

Pre-and-Post Arrival Process 

Pre-Arrival Process: Upon acceptance, complete the following tasks before you arrive to the United States:  

• Pay I-901 SEVIS Fee.  See video available on Study in the States website for instructions how to pay the I-
901 SEVIS fee by payment in U.S. dollars by credit card on fmjfee.com, or by check, money order 
or Western Union. 

• Apply and obtain an F-1 International Student Visa using the DS-160, Online Nonimmigrant Visa 
Application form. Contact the U.S. Embassy or U.S. Consulate’s office for exact information regarding 
documents needed and procedures when applying. For additional information 
visit www.UnitedStatesVisas.us and for information on Overseas Educational Advising Center 
locations and services, visit http://educationusa.state.gov and http://travel.state.gov 

• Bring your I-20 and the receipt of your I-901 SEVIS fee to your interview with the U.S. Embassy or 
Consulate.  Here are some suggestions how to prepare for your interview: 

o English. Anticipate that the interview will be conducted in English and not in your native 
language. If possible, practice conversing in English with a native speaker before your 
interview. 

o Be Concise. Due to the volume of applications received, consular officers are under 
considerable time pressure. They must make a decision on the impressions they form 
during the first minute or two of the interview. Consequently, what you say and the initial 
impression you create are critical to the success of your interview. Keep your answers short 
and to the point. 

o Supplemental Documentation. It should be clear to the consular officer at a glance what 
written documents you are presenting and what purpose they serve. Prove you are a 
serious student by drawing attention to academic honors or excellence you have already 
demonstrated. 

o Ties to Your Home Country. U.S. law requires all applicants for nonimmigrant visas to be 
viewed as intending immigrants. You need to convince the consular officer otherwise. You 
should be able to show you have reasons for returning to your home country. Economic and 
social ties are crucial. Bring documentation. 

o Know the Program and How it Fits Your Career Plans. If you are unable to articulate your 
reasons for studying a particular program in the United States, you may not convince the 
consular officer that you are a serious student. You should be able to explain how studying 
in the U.S. relates to future career objectives when you return home. 

o Employment. Your main purpose in coming to the United States should be to study. You 
should be able to afford to pay for school, related expenses and the cost of living without 
working. 

o Maintain A Positive Attitude. If your application is denied, find out why so it won’t happen 
again. 

• Complete New Student Orientation 
o Log in to your Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) Student Portal. Select 

the Student Status tile, select Orientation from the menu and complete the presentation.  
You will receive a confirmation certificate upon completion. 
   

Post-Arrival Process: Arrive to the United States 30 days prior to the start of the semester to participate in mandatory 
International Students Welcome Week activities scheduled by the college that include: 

• Attending a Check-In session  

• Attending an in-person New International Student Orientation. This orientation will cover information 
related to international student status maintenance and requirements 

• Meeting with a Counselor to plan and enroll in your first semester courses 

• Paying your fees. Tuition and fees are due at the time of registration.  You may pay your fees in-person 
in the Business Office, or online from your student portal. 

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/i-901-sevis-fee-payment-video
https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html
https://www.westernunion.com/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/forms/ds-160-online-nonimmigrant-visa-application.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/forms/ds-160-online-nonimmigrant-visa-application.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/list-of-posts.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/list-of-posts.html
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.us/
http://educationusa.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/
http://mycollege.laccd.edu/
http://www.lavc.edu/businessoffice/

